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FOREWORD

The following work was available only m a Telugu
edition, copies of which have become rate Manuscripts of
the work do not seem {o be available in Madras An clabor-
ate search may fetch a copy, possibly n Mysorc But even
that seems doubtful so far It has had therefore to be pub-
Iished from the Telugu edition, which, 1t 1s said, had the
benefit of the learning of MM Srirangacharya the widely 1es-
pected scholar of Tirupati

The work 1s of considerable importance mcorporating
reliable tradition 1n regard to certamn fcatures of the tcmple
organisation at Tirupati  The traditional information seems
to have been collecled from reliable somices, although we can-
not as yet be certain as to the actual person who compiled
the work though the work states 1t 1t was an Anantarya who
did 1t Notwithstanding this defcet  the woik  deserves
publication Having had to look through the work for the
purposes of a history of the holy shrine at Tirupati, which 1
have been commissioned to wiite for the Devastanam Com-
mittee I found the matter too valuable to be lost, and 1ecom-
mended 1ts publication by the Devastanam Committee

I have gteat pleasute in acknowledging the courtesv of
Mi A Ranganatkha Mudahat B A BL Commussioner, Tiru-
malai-Tirupati Devastanam in agre mg to 1ts pubhcation
among the Devastanam Series T, « o acknowledge with
pleasure here the assistance reniered by Sahitya Siroman:
S Rajagopalacharyar, who h , been workmmg with me
throughout ar,

S KRIS";\IAS WAMI ATYANGAR






SRIVENKATACHALA ITIHASAMALA

The Garland of Historical Tales of the Hill of
Venkata (Tirupati)

INTRODUCTION

This 15 a work which professes to be a historical account
of the vaiwus artangements that were made from time to
time for the conduct of worship m the temple on the hill at
Véngadam It 15 not a regular history of the temple in the
sense that 1t grives an account of the temple from its origin
down to the time of writing of this account but 15 more or less
a record of certain mmportant mcdents in 1ts history The
whole account consists of seven chapters dealing with the
topics connected with the contesting claims of Saivas and
Vaishnavas to the temple, the settlement ar1ived at as a result
of the discussion between the contesting claimants, the
artangements ordcred m  consequence thereof by the
Vaishnava teacher Ramanuja through the local ruler Yadava
Raja  This 1s followed by the furthar arrangements that were
called for and made subsequent % this, but all of them more
or less during the hfe and under \he commands of Ramanuja
It may therefore be taken to be ar.7ccount of what was done
to the temple by Ramanuja arz, Jes not purport to give the
history of the shrine either in the period previous to Rama-
nuja regarding which some allusiins could be found here and
there, and naturally nothing for the subsequent period The
work therefore deals as 1t were with, »ne particular period of

its history, which 1s comprised perhaps in the century after
Christ, 1050 to 1150,
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First Stabaka

Outr Loid God tesiding mm immeasutable happiness m
Vaikunth 'm the Lord of the Goddess Sii and <urrounded
by those who had obtained eternal release, in his infinite
meicy decided to come down upon earth in ordcr to save
those struggling 1n the sea of Iife without knowing how to get
out of it He regarded 1t as his mission 1o come on to the earth
m a visible form to provide the means of saving themselves for
those strugeling in great suflering i worldly hfe  He there-
fore assumcd the {o1m of an mmage at Tuupati, and placed
himself there as the saviour of mankmd His 11ght hand 1s held
m a posttion mviting all beings 10 come 1o him as the highest
protector and the left placed on the corresponding thigh in
such a positton a< if to mdicate that to those devoted to
him the sea of Lfc (camsara) s only knce deep This eives
mdacation to the people that to those who devote themselves
to the worship of God manilesting Himsc1lf in Tuupat: worldly
Iife need have nonc of the tear~ ecncially associated with it
That he came to the carth on this mereiful mission 15 a fact
known to all

In the second section of the cuitent Biahmakalpa (the
age of Brahma) m the sccond section m the 1uling periwod of
the Tth Manu and at the commencement of the age of the 8th
Mahakali thcie was a large assemblage of Rishis and others
m a ereat sactifice that was cclebrated in the forest of Nammisa
In that assembly the gieat Stta wcll vaased m all the Puranas
and the Itihasas related the holy history of the hill Vénsadam
and all that was likely o happen after that tune

Among these {emwr occuriences 1s the <toy of a
Tondaman Chakiavarti whe was going to be boin after the
commencement of the era gi Vikrama, and before the com-
mencement of the currenid#Sclivahana era He was, among
those devoted to the God as Vangadam, the most prominent

In order that the devotee »f Vénkatésvara might become
victorious over his enemmes the God gave him his own
conch and the discus From that time onwaids the God at
Tirupat: remamned withmut these two characteristic weapons,
as 1f to exhibit his great generositv to this devotee of His
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During this period the world was sufteting fiom the
evils of the Kali age and people went about without any
regard 1o the regulations of Varnasramwa (the differences of
groups and the progressive o1der of hfe constituting the essen-
tial feature ol the Hindu Dhaima ot 1ule of Iif¢)  The ruling
princes adopted other i1chgious persuasions  Temples wele
neglected and even destioyed end theie was loss of Dhaima
the wotld over  Latgc numbers of people became Pashands
(ascetics of the heretical sects)

Having scen these God m his finite mercy ordeied
Ananta Alvan (thc gical serpant Sisha who foims his bed
generally) . to go 11 {o the world and re-establish the orthodox
Hindu order by destroving heretics

Ananta m due submission to the order thus delivered.
came down on carth and was boin m Bhataputr (St1 Perum
Padi) near Madias 12 the Tondamandalam division of the
Taml countiv as the son of 1 Kécava Somayan of the Harta
Gotra m the vear of Kali 1118 Salinahana Saka 938 past the
veat Purgale month Chaitra and the nalkshatra Ardia

This was Rumanuja He acquned expert acknowledge
m all the Sastres m course of time and mastered the Veda of
Sanshnit and Tamil completely  and having defeated all the
teachets of the haretical sects he 1c established the orthodox
teachme of Varshnavism and bad scttled down m the holiest
of the holy Varshnava temples Silrangam

In this state of aflans 1t happened that in Véngadam
the Vaikhanasas (followcis of the Vdikhanasa agama) who
were entrusted with the conduct of the worship in the temple
there, failed i thent duty and having been punished by the
local 1uler Yadavaraja of Nardyanavaram, quitted the place
and emigrated elsewhere

While m this manner tie mote eldeily Vaikhanasa
Vaishnavas had left the place, and as therc were not, among
those that stayed behind, people sufficiently learaed m the
Vaikhanasa way ol hfe (Dhaima), some of the Saivas near
about took the opportumity to prejudice the Yadava Raja
agamst the Vaikhanasa Vaishnavas gradually
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THE SAIVA CLAIM

They said that the God who manifested himself in the
temple on the south bank of the tank of Svam: Pushkarm: was
no other than the worshipful Skanda They gave as a reason
{or this that the name Swdmu 1s pecuharlv applicable to him
as formmg part of Kumarasvami which 1s the acknowledged
name of Subrahmanva The holy tank near the temple goes
also by his name as belonging 1o him  There 15 nothing strange
about 1it, they urged as other names ate similaily attiibuted
i use, such as Bhimaséna bemg generally called Bhima and
Satyabhama being generally called Bhama

They quoted for authority the Vamana Purana which
contams a section 1llustiative of the holiness of Vénkatachala
Skanda 15 said to have consulted his father n regard to a place
peculianly holy to Vishnu, for performing a penance and getting
rid of the sin of killing the Asuta Taraka The father, Siva,
advised the son to go to Vinkatachala as the holiest of the holy
places of Vishnu Shkanda went to Vénkatachala and per-
formed his penance on the bank of a tank, according to
Vamana Purana, part 1 He there found Vavu (god of the
air) also similarly pertorming venance, and, having paid his
respects 1o him he also set up thete to do hkewise Therefore
they urged that the God there ought to be regarded as God
Kumarasvami  Bemng 1a the position of one petforming a
penance, they said, the God 1s there eahibited without his
extra hands and characteristic weapons For these and for
many other good 1easo s they urged the place 15 1eally a holy
place of Skanda not Vishnu

They pomted out further that for some time past some
Vaishnavas took possession of the place and having theie set
up sorme of the Vaishnava images which did not exist in the
temple before, took possession of the temple and conducted
worship there as though 1t were a Vaishnava shrine, thus
making people believe that 1t was a Vishnu temple, but n
actual truth that was a Sawva holy place without a doubt owing

to the merits of the penance that Skanda had performed
there
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Therefore they urged that in this temple everything
would have to be conducted according to the presciiption for
worship laid down m the Sawa Agamas

Having heard this, the Yadavaraja began to ponder
seriously over the matter, and, having known that {o1 some
considerable period of time the place was 1egarded as a Vaish-
nava holy place and that worship was being conducted by the
Vaishnavas accoiding to the Vaikhanasa Agama he thought
he should not commit himself to any course of action without
proper mnvestigation, notwithstanding what the Saivas wiged

The Vashnavas that were left i Tuoupati iceling
themselves not competent to discuss with the Saivas on equal
terms gave a detailed 1eport of what took place to Ramanuja
then 1n 1esidence in Siirangam

On rcceipt of this mformation Ramanuja <ct forward
mmmediately f1om Siirangam Having 1cached Tuupaty,
he mtimated the Yadavaraja of his airival and oflered
to explain satisfactorily all the objections that the Saiwva, put
forward agammst Tuupati heing 1egarded a Vaishnava shiine
and prove to the satisfaction of the Yadavairaja, on the autho-
rity of the Sastias, that Venkatachala was the hill of Vishnu
and remove his doubt m recard to thc mattcx  Hc intormed
the Raja he undeitook the journey {iom Stirangam specially
with a view to this

Having been thus assuzed the Yadavaiaja brought
together a great assembly of learned men both trom among
the Saivas and fiom the Vaishnavas and having brought
them together proposed the subject for then discussion m the
proper form

The Saivas stated that Kumarasvami obtained his father’s
(Swva’s peimission and arnwved ot Venkatagirr  (Tuupaty)
and sct up to perform his penance on the bank of a holy
tank, according to Vamana Purana There standing with his
feet touching the ground, on the south bank of the Svami
Pushkarini wearing a coiffure of matted locks and keeping
aside the warlike weapons as unsuitable to an ascetic,
Skanda shows himself in the form of an image to enable
people to offer him worship and thus fulfil their cherished
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wishes Therefore they stated that the place where Skanda
perfoimed penance in the hill Véngadam must be 1egarded
as a Saiva holy place

They {uither asserted that this image of God can-
nol be said to be Vishnu  The weapons characteristic of
Vishnu such as the conch and the discus were not seen m the
mmage , while the matted locks and naga  (serpent) oina-
ments characterstic of other Gods ate seen on the image
Therefore the imaee cannot be regarded as that ot Vishnu

Ramanuia s Answer  Belore God Srinivasa appeared
on this hill Biahma Rudia and the other gods besides
several Rishis are stated to have alrcady begun performing
penance there If <o would 1t not he madness to state that
one of thosc performing penance <hould be smgled out as
being exclusively associatcd with this lill and as giving 1
sanctity > Further than this m the sclf-samc Vamana Purana,
m chaptcr 14, Vinhotachalam s hedd up as a very holy place
dedicated to Vishnu whose temple was on the south hank of
the Svami Pushkaini  In the same Vamana Purana m scve-
1al other contexts, the place 15 desabed as the 1esidence of
Vishnu n the form of Varaha and m the lorm ot Stmnvasa
It 15 fuather statcd to be a place fit for the residence of thosc
devoted to Vishnu Thearetore 1t 1s dear that 1t was regarded
as a place holy to Vishnu and not to anv vtha

In the same manna  the Varaha Purana states that
Vénkatachalam w s the temple o Varaha-Vasudiva m the
colloquy bhetween Dhatant (the carth) and Varaha m the
first chapter of the Vénhatachala Mahatmya scction There
15 an cqually dear statement to this ddfedt m the Padma
Purana in chapter 241 and in thc Garuda Purana in the
cotloquy betwcen Arundati and Vasishta, m chaptar 63 Sii-
larly this hill 15 stated te be a Vistmu-hshftia m the Brah-
mandapurana n thc colloquy between Bhrnigu and Narada
So also other Puranas make similar statcments

In addition to these ccar statements, all the Puranas
state that this hill was the Krida-parvata, (sporting
hidl) in Vakuntha wherefrom 1t was biought down by
Garuda In consequence, this hill 15 called the Vaikuntha-
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gur  Garudachalam and by other similar names  These
would make 1t dear that the hill was sacred to Vishnu More
than this Vardika Brahmans on occasions of the performance
of ceremonies prescribed in the Siutis and Smrnitis indicate
this place as Varaha Kshétra There 15 not much use m
repeating the statement agamn and agamn  Even the Veda
which 15 acknowledged 1o have no beginning, speaks of this
hull as a hill holy to Vichnu t the Rig-Veda (Eighth Ashtaka,
eighth chapter and scction 13)

On this dear esposttion by Ramianuja that the hill
Veénkatachale was a hill dedicated to Vishnu, the Yadava
Raja became avte (dear m his mind that thae was no reason
for 1egarding the Saiva contention as deserving of any serious
consideration

Second Stabaka

Ramanna The Savas assert that the name Svami
Pushkarmi mdicates (e association with Kumarasvami ”
Thic namc was ¢ cn 1o 11 because Kumarasvami performed
his penance on the bank of this tank  The statement that, fou
this 1cason the tank helongs to Shanda 1s not worthy of
acceptance

The mcanmg of the term Svami Pushhaiini 1s that this
tank 15 the lord of all csmilar tanks m the world It 1s a tetm
dicative of leadership or excellence 1t 1s <o explamned n the
Puranas and the Sanchrit compound s <o explained There-
fore the tam Seanu cannot be held to apply to Kumarasvami
as an abbreviation

Moreover the {aam Svami can convey Sriman Narayana
as he 15 the aeator, protector and destioyer of all the worlds
Association with such an unparallelled leader’s name might
as well be connoted by the textm 1f we make the first part of
the compound a word m the gemtive case which would not
offend against Sanskrit giammat

On the bank of that tank theie ate several beings engaged
n the performance of penance Kumarasvami is just one of
them The tank therefore cannot be the holy tank of Kumara
Among the authorties quoted by my rivals m support of

9

-
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their contention, the following explain the name Svami Tirtha
as the king among the holy waters or Tirthas The authori-
ties 1eferred to are Vamana Purana chapter 40 25, Vardha
Puiana, First part, chapter 38 and chapter 50 18 So also
the Venkatésa Sahastanamavalt Similarly, Varaha Puiana,
part II, chavter 1, Padma Purina chapter 32 Fuither n
chapter 3 of the Maikandéya Purana this tank 1s desciibed
as the king of sunilar holy tanks

In the 2nd chapler of the Brahma Puiana 1t 1s said that
Sarasvati wished 1o be considered the holiet among the
Tirthas and obtamed the boon hom Brahma to the effect
She flowed as the river Sarasvati in consequence  Owing,
however 1o the cwise of Pulastva who {found the flowing
river mconvenient to him <he came down to Vinkatachalam
as Svam Pushkarmi an unflowing tank  This mmplies that
Svami Pushkarmi 1s the holiest of all holy tanks  Thercfore
i the Skanda Puwana pait 11, chapter T and in pait II of
the same Purana the name Syvami Pushkarmi lor this tank 16
explamned as bemg due to the presence on 1ts banks of the
two lords of the woild St1 Varaha and Si1inivasa  The name
of the tank 1< explamed as bemg due 1o thenr presence m such
close proximity  This tank 15 described m the Varaha Purana,
part I chapter 33, as the sporting tank of Vishnu mm Vaikun-
tha, and brought down to the carth along with Vinkatachala

On the basis of thesc authortics 11 15 clear that this tank
1s called Svami Pushkarmnt for the following two 1easons
First, a bath n 1t 15 capable of giving Savujya (umon) with
the daity, the lord (of the woild) Narayana sccondly 1t 1s
called Svami Tirtha because of its proximity to the Lotd God
of the world, Narayana

The holv Tiitha assouiated with Kumarasvami, however,
1s the one called Kumara Dhara Even that 1s a Tirtha holy
to Vishnu because the whole of the hill Véngadam has been.
described as the spoirting ground of Vishnu It 15 also regarded
as the hill belonging to Vishnu-Varaha Kumarasvami how-
ever having found 1t necessary to peirform a penance 1o
Vishnu came to Vishnu’s hill and placed himself on the bank
of the Vishnu Tirtha in order that he might punify himself
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by a bath 1n that Tirtha, and perfoim his penance 1n the holy
place Since he chose that spot and that holy water, the
stream there goes by the name Kumara Dhara So Kumara-
svami has to be located not on the bank of the Svami Push-
karmni, but near the Kumara Dhara o1 Kuméra Dharika

When the Yadavaraja heard these aiguments from Rama-
nuja, he showed the gicatest respect to Ramanuja and ac-
cepted his conclusion as the only acceptable conclusion

Third Stabaka

Seemg that the Yadava Raja was {eeling convineed by the
arguments of Ramanuja the Saivas giew jealous and addiessed
him as follows —

‘0, King In whatever manner the name Vaiaha Kshétra
15 appropriate to Vingadam by the fact of association with the
deity Vataha, 1 the samc manner the name could be denived
from that of Kumara Svami by assoriation  Although 1t may
be truc that the Tirtha Svami Pushkaimi may be the Tirtha
pa)r excellence this fact docs not debar the name bong derived
from assoaation with Kumaia Svamu  Therctore as the form
of anv other God than Vishnu cannot be got out of the image
which adorns the southern hank <o the God 1epresented by
the mmage on the holy tank nearby could not be got 11d ot
assoctation with other Gods than Vishnu ’

Further wo do not assert that the hill has no kind of a
connection with Vishnu  We take 1t upon owrsclves to state
that the mmage of God on the southein bank of the Svamu
Pushkarmi 1s Skanda  We say fwirthar, by this fact that this
tank 15 assoaated with Skanda The {eatuies nf other Gods

which are lound m this 1image cannot possibly he hidden by
anvbody ”’

Having hcard this, the Yadava Raja said to the Sarvas
that what they stated did not appear to him appropiiate  “ 1t
1s stated i the Putanas 7, he caid * thai this ill Vénkatachala
was the place sacred to Vishnu and a< such Kumara Svami
came there to make penance and get 11d of the sin of having
slam Darakasura Fuither than this <ince 1t 1s staled that
the divine sporting hill of God Vishnu was brought down by
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Garuda from Vaikuntha, 1t follows that the tank of divine
holiness was also the same God’s sporting tank 1t so, 1t cannot
follow that the name Svamu Pushkarini was given to the tank
because of Skanda performing his penance on the bank of this
tank “Therefore 1t 1s clear ', he said, * that you aie n no
position to give an effective 1eplyv to the arguments adduced
by Ramanuja Muni to establish that theie was no manner of
a connection between this tank and any otha God, and theic
fore what Ramanuja Mumt had attually proved scemed quite
adequate to establish his contention What 1emams 1o be done
therefore 15 only whether the God represented by the image
on the south bank of the tank 15 Vishnu ot Skanda  Even mn
regard to that, I shall ask Ramanuja Muni 1o state what he
may have to adduce as satisfactory tcason  So saying he
addressed Ramanuja with much attention and 1espect

Yadava Raja  Addiessing sace Ramanuwja the Yadava
Raja said — It was cdlearly demonstiated by what the sage
had already wiged as evidence that the shrme on the south
bank of the Svami Pushharmi w1« a Vushneva holv place and
that the tank iteelf was a Vaishneva holy tank  Hc said that
he was prepared to accept that position bt wanted that
Ramanuja should put 1t hcyond a doubt by evidencce that the
deity on the south bank was Mahavishnu and no other god”
Thus addiessed by the Rija Ramanuja put lorward his argu-
ments as follows—

Ramanuja  Bespcahme the Rajas attantion, Rama-
nuja said “It was well 1ecognised by all that  the
derty on the south bank of the tank was Vishnu and no otha
and there was little m 1t thot rcquied to by proved by him
That the lord on the hill Vinkata was only Madhusudana
without an equal, and there 15 not the <hghtest 1eason to sus
pect that the deity therc 1s any othcr yod  To say that he 1s
Skanda 1s to assert that the hght cmitted by the fire-fly 15 sun-
light Proceeding to evidence, the Purana, which are accepted
and read as authoritative holy books, all of them declare with-
out a doubt that the deity on the south bank 15 no othex than
Narayana, the lord of Sii (goddess Lakshmi) In the fiist
chapter of the second part of the Varaha Purina God Varaha
himself 15 made to say that Srinivasa appeared on the south
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bank of the tank to grant the boun prayed for by Vayu (god
of the air) who was i penance {01 the purpose He also
stated that Srinivasa was gomg 1o remain there to the end of
the kalpa (one of the gieater periods of time) and was gomng
to be wotshipped by Kumaiasvamy (Skanda or Subrahmanya)
In the face of the <tatement, 1t cannot be argued that the
Simivasa 1~ Shanda  Fuither 1t 15 <tated that Skanda per-
formed a penance 1 the presence of S1mvasa with a view 1o
get 11d of the evil attaching 1o him by his killing the Asua
Taraka How then can Skanda the woishipper be transtormed
mto Skanda the objcct of worship Tt 15 not only i this
Purana but m soveral of the Puranas desciihing the great
merts of Vankatachala it ss cdearly statcd that S1innasa and
Varaha, both of them foims of Vishnu waie respectively on
the south and west banks of the holv tank under refcrence
Mote than this the Bhavishvottarapuiana 1ecounts a colloquy
which took place betwoen Stinnasa and Varaha  When
Stmivasa maitied Padmavati the deushier of Akdsa Raja 1t
15 stated in the Proanas that both Varaha ond his consort
Bhuwm  (the goddess of carth) wae mated  Thus there
are many storres 1n the Puranas which state that both Siini-
vasa and Vataha were ceparatchh enshimed on the south and
west banks of the tank  Much morc than this as we stated
alteady m the et stabaka, the term sutmbiudasya used 1n the
Rie Veda Eiochth Ashtaha aebth chapter 13th Varga (sec-
twn) 15 explamcd as r1efernime to Stmnasa The deity i this
shiine has a <ngle tace and four aams  rhile 1t 1s stated that
Skanda at buth had onlv one hcad ane two hands  and that
when 1t came to a question of being nursed by the Plewdes
(Kirttiha) he 15 sard o have acquined six faces and twelve
hands Further than this when Skanda tesolved to go to
Venkatachala {o1 pertotming penance, he 15 said, by the
Saivas, to have given up all his v eapons  This 15 obviously an
error, as others who went on a simlar puipose, such as
Raghava (Vishnu as Rama) and the Pandavas when they went
to performy penance cariled then weapons with them  The
Vamana Purana m chapters 22 and 23 states clearly that when
Skanda went to petform penance he carized all his weapons
with him It 15 not stated elsewhere in the work that he lad
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down the weapons The deity that 1s present here, however,
1s shown with two hands m the posture of holding weapons,
and the other two in the pose of grantmg pcople boons and
giving them refuge The right hand 1s 1 the postuie of giving
boons and the left hand 15 placed on the thigh just above the
knee as if to indicate that that 15 the imut of <uflering to all
seeking salvation It 15 clear thereforc that the image herc 15
ntended to 1epresent God Naravana  For Shanda in Venkata-
chalam 1o which he had gone to pcrforn pennince  the mmage
1epresenting hun ought te be that of a penitent devotee, not an
mage o be worshipped It 15 haidly neccssary to say any-
thing further  Thic 1mage has on s 1ight chest the Si1ivatsa,
the <eat of Lakshmi which 15 mapproptiate to wy othe: God
Theretore this 1s conelusive proof that the mnage 15 a 1epresen-
tation of Vishnu Fuither, according to the Vamana Purana,
chapter 40 21 theie 15 an account of Brahma and other gods
baving obtamed a view of the daty m the divine Vomana
(sanctum) of this temple  On thot occasion Vishnu is said to
have appeared to human bomes as the image of Stinivasa m
the sanctum buidt by man It 15 dear from this v count that
the deitv ¢nshrined i the temple was mtended 1o be sS1inivasa
and no other  In chapter 24 5 of the came worh 1t 1 stated
clearly that Skanda who was m residence ncar the Kumar
Dhaiika came down daily  bathed i the Svanun Pushhkannt
and worshipped Stmivasa This s nartated (o Parvatt by God
Paramasiva  From this account 1t 1« clear that the deity on
the south bank of the Svami Puchkarmi was not 1cgarded as
Skanda but Srmivasa datly worshupped thao by Shanda

Further than this m thc¢ Varaha Purana  chapters 50418
it 1s sct down that Mahadeva the father of Skanda made a
1request of God Vishnu that he himsclf nmught also have a
place of residence allotted to him en the hill, and that he
was duected moreply to have his residence at the foot of
the nill  Thardfore it bccomes clear that God Mahadeva hum

self had no kind ol rcadence on this hall  In cheptear III of
the Biahmaputana, 1t 15 stated that Sankaraja huilt the tample
and set up the mmage of Srinvasa in 1t as a 1esult of Srinvasa’s
commg mto his view Again the Diavida saint Nammalvar
refers to the god at Turupati in his Tiuvaymoh which 1s 1e-
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garded as the Veda itsclf in Tamil  In that work the image in
this holy place 15 dearly stated 1o be Vishnu and no othex
This 15 confirmed by statcments made by the other Alvars
regard to this particular holy place

The fact that the 1image of this god hcre 15 not m posses-
ston of the conch and the discus is cwplamed as follows  He
had a great devotce i a rulas of the locahity gencialiy known
as Tondaman Chakravarti - At onc time when he had to cairy
on war against his encmics who hed the batter of him, Vishnu
Ient him his pan of woapons to sccure him victory, as 1s
generally woll known He had ramaned <ince then without
these weapens for a considerable leneth of time at the Tonda-
man s tequest This s steted i the Tth chaptar of the Brahma-
putana, and 15 confumed by the account found mn the 11th
chapter of the Brahmanda Purana as well

There 5 no allusion wnywhare to Skanda having lent his
weapons to anyvhody o1 of having laid them aside fo1 puiposes
of penance It os thaddore dear that the deity here 1s not
Shkanda

In regard to the vthar pomts brought out prommently by
the Savas namely  that on occastms the paya 1s paformed
with blva in this tomple bilva (maimclos) which 1s a peeu-
har article with which to worship Siva  the abseace of wea-
pons charactaristic of Vishnu to suvport the conclusion that the
mage 15 that of Vishnu  the poscssion of features peculiar
to other gods such as the corfture of matted locks of hair, the
weating of jewels of the pattein of cobras (nagas), these could
be satisfactorily mect by the followmg arguments  The aigu-
ment of the abscnce of weapons has alicady been met above
In regard to the character of Siinivasa as a mamifestation of
Vishnu, many Putanas 1n several places state cleatly that the
Stimvasa i Vénhatachalam v but an avatar of Vishnu mn
Vaikuntha In offciing proofs 1t must be recogmsed that the
authority of sacied texts 15 superior to that of infcience The
texts referring to this deity 1t was already pomted out, are
quite clear mn respect of 1its Vishnu character  The bilva 1s
quite as acceptable to Dévi (Lakshmi) as Tulast (basil) 1s
Whatever 1s acceptable to his consort Lakshmi is equally
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acceptable to god Srinmivasa Even in the Sastras hilva
(marmelos) 1s mncluded among the articles with which pua
(worship) 1s to be performed on an equal footing with tulas:
(basil) That biva 1s acceptable to Lakshmi 1s stated clearly
m the Srisukta (prayer addressed to Lakshmi) The Harita-
smrt1 mentions bilva as one of the principal objects of use for
worship  Coming down to evidence, the Varaha Purana, in
patt 1, chapter 45 13, describes the appearance of Siinivasa on
Vénkatachalam to Dasaratha, and 1t 1s stated theie ihat the
rishis who were living on the south bank of the Svam Push-
karmi performing penance worshipped him on occasions with
bilva In the second part of the same Purana, chapter 9, 1t 1s
stated that Mahalahshmi generally resides i gardens where
bilva 1s cultivated Thus 1t 15 clear f1om the statements 1n the
Sruti, Smrti, Itithasa and Purana that woiship with biva 1s
appropiiate to Vishnu

Vishnu 1s stated to have allowed hi< hair to giow mto
matted locks m several of his avatars  The existence of the
matted locks therefoie need not be held to detract from the
Vaishnava character of the image In the Sii Bhagavata,
book n chapter 5 1n the colloquy hetween emperor Nimi and
the sage Navayogisvara, 1t 1s laid down clearly that on special
occasions worship may be offered 1o Vishnu wearing a coiffure
of matted locks Similarly in the 12th chapter of the Pancha-
ratra, the Satvata Samhita, one 15 advised to contemplate
Vishnu as having a coiffure of matted locks and a beard, cairv-
ng 1n his one hand the danda (a stick of palase or asvaha
carried by Sanyisis ard Brahmacharis) and kamandala in an-
other and as weaiing a garland of lotus seeds Similarly
Vishnu 1s described to have worn matted locks 1n several
avataras It cannot therefore be hgld that the wearing of
matted locks 1s the characteristic of other gods only Moie
than this the Skanda Purana in part I, chapter 10, states that
Srinivasa wore the matted locks when he appeared in Vén-
katachala A similar statement 1s made in Vamana Purana,
chapter 34/15

It 1s stated in Skanda, Varaana, Varaha, Padma and other
Puranas that, at the request of Brahma and of other Gods,
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Vishnu suppressed his fearsome form and assumed a more
pleasant looking shape In the Padma Purana, chapter 26/3,
Vishnu 1s said to have been diessed up in cloth carrying
figures of naga In chaptler 27/4 of the same work he 1s said
to be wearing matied locks In chapter 33,19 a fearsome form
and a pleasant form are both described as forms alike of
Vishnu In the Bhavishyottata Purana, chapter 11 1t 1s stated
that Akasa Raja presented jcwels made 1n the form of cobras
to Srinivasa on the occasion of his mairiage with the Raja's
daughter Padmavati In the esoteric sections of the Bhavish-
yottara Putana, Srinivasa 1s said to have worn jewels in the
form of Nagas, where Paramésvara expounds Srinivasa to
Parvati  The Biahmanda Purane, chapter 2, states that the
great Naga Adisesha serves as all kmds ol dress and decorat-
wve ornaments  In Padma Puiana chapta 34 11 Srinivasa
1s said to reside along with Lakshmi on the hill which was an
incatnation of Adiscsha  In the Brahmanda Puiana, in the
chapter containing Vénhatésa Sahasianama, Vishnu 1s stated
1o have matted locks the conch and the weapon sakt: (a
javelin o1 shoit double sword used as a thiow weapon), and
jewels 1n the form of cobras It 1s further stated that God
there appeared m both the fooms It 15 theicfore clear that
jewels 1 the shape of Naga were always worn by Siinivasa
It cannot theicfore be said that that form of jewel 15 pecuhar
enly to other gods Further, since we have now offered proof,
1t 15 wiong to 1egard these features, the use of bilva, the
absence of the conch and discus and the wearing of the matted
locks and naga jewels as necessarily peculiar to other gods
It would be equally clear that, if these aie peculiar to Siva as
our opponents say, they could hardly be appropnate to
Skanda These contentions are therefore clearly baseless

The 1mage of god that appeais before us has the mark of
Srivatsa, and carries Lakshmi on his chest These make 1t
elear that He 1s God Narayana and nobody else Narayana 1s
stated to be the only primeval being Brahma and Siva and
other gods sprang from him Narayana 1s again stated to be
the creator of the umiverse, its protector and ultimate des-
troyer That 1t 15 from this primeval Supreme that Brahma,
Swva and others arose 1s stated clearly m the Upanishads If

3
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Naravana 1s the cause of cieation, protection and destruction,
and, as the cause can contain features that appear in the con-
scquence, the wearng of the matted locks and the naga jewel
15 but an indication that Brahma and Siva emanated fiom him
This form of Vishnu 1s desctihed with the same features in
the Satvata Samhita In the Padma Puiana, chapters 2773,
these powers are asciibed to Vishnu, and he 1s also stated to
be surtounded by the various powers to carty out these func-
tions It therefore becoines lear that the leatures pointed
out by our opponents as pcculiat to othar gods become as
much features of Vichnu

The next pomt for considcration 15 what the quotation
from the Padma Purana above conveys, namcly, that Nara-
vana 1s the primary cause of all that e¢xists  Vamana
Puiana, chapter 24 (end of the chapter) states that the {oim
of Stinvasa 15 the primal form of Naravana himscdf It 15 1n
confamuty with this that Py Alvar descitbes him as exhi-
bhiting the two forms narddy that of Vishnu and Snva  In
chapter 21 2 of the samc¢ work 1t 15 stated that Vayu made
an mcantation of the saving mantra Rama, and that Skanda
did <o also having obtamed the mantia from hs father Siva
The Brahmanda Putana chaptar 2 wnd Brahma Puiana
chapter 2 alihe state that 1t was Adiscsha that became the
sporting hill of God and thus gamed the enjoyment of God's
perpetual presence on hum  Both Vardha Puana part II,
chapter 3, and Padma Purana chapter 32 10 state cleaily
that Srinivasa came down 1o the carth at the commencement
of Kritayuga Therefore the god whose 1mage 15 on the
southern bank of the Svami Pushkarmi with all the features,
such as the wearing of the matted locks, the cobra ornaments,
worship with bilva, ete, 15 no othcr than Siimivasa, the con-
sott of Lakshmi, the loid of Vaikuntha, who came to 1esidc
i Venkatachalam, worshipped by Skanda, Mahadéva and
others It 1s thus clear that He 1s Siiman Narayana and no
other like Skanda or Siva

When Ramanuja thus concluded his arguments, thc
Yadava Raja told the Saivas that he felt convinced that theu
arguments were all satisfactorily met by Ramanuja, and that
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if they had anything further to uige, they might do so the
next day, and requested Ramanuja that further arguments
will continue on the following day ~ When again they as-
sembled, the Sawvas urged that the deity on the south bank
of Svami Pushkarmi 1s either Skanda or Mahadéva, and if
not, 11 must be Harithara, but it never could be Vishnu They
urged n support that the emblems of Vishnu were not mn-
compatible with the deity bemng Skanda, a< the Vamana
Purana, chapter 21 2 wheic the otigin of Skanda 1s recounted
by Brhaspati, 1t 15 stated clcatly that Skanda had a pait of
Vishnu m him  Since Skanda 15 said to have one head and
two aims, or six heads and twclve atms 1t may not be mn-
appropriate if sometimes he had one head and four airms
If, however, this 15 objected to we claim the 1image to be that
of Mahadéva on the same argument as the Vaishnavas who
claim these peculiar features as not unsurable to Vishnu, the
primal cause of the universe as we ddaim Mahadéva to be
the primal cause  Even otherwisc simnce the Vaishnavas
claim that the 2od 15 Vishnu, because of some of the Vaish-
nava Agamas, so we call him Siva because of the Saiva signs
in the mmage  Again if 1t 15 mappropnate to regard him as
Mahadéva, he 15 certamnly Harthara since the <igns of both
Vishnu and Snva are found mm the image and even Vaishnava
saints have so desciibed them  Thercdorc in Skanda Purana
chapter 8 SiTnuvasa 15 descrtbed as Mahadeva as also
several other places, where the two tenns are used together
Therefore we may be certain that 1t 1s Haithara and nobody
else Similatly m the Padma Purana, chapter 27 4 des-
cribing the commg down of the God he 15 said to have worn
face mark resting upon a Lasce resembling that of the eighth
day moon This parl moou 1s a characterictic of Siva, and 15
generally assocated with hum  Therefore the image must be
regarded as that of Harihaia Any other contention beyond
the three scems to us unacceplable

The Yadava Raja 1cplied that he could not agiee with
the Saivas m 1espect of the image bemng 1egairded as either
Skanda o1 Mahadéva, but whether 1t could be Harihara, he
would ascertamn from Ramanuja himsell Ramanwa replied
that all that was wiged by the Saivas was wiong In chapter
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10 of the Bhagavat Gita, Krishna says everything that exists
has a part of Vishnu in 1, and therelorc even Skanda and
Mahadéva must necessarily contain a pait of Vishnu It does
not require much further argument In the Vamana Purana,
chapter 212, 1t 15 stated that Skanda 15 said to have had his
three baths daily and woishipped Narayana m the presence
of Vayu who was also there performing his penance  Since
he 15 said to be contemplating upon Narayana to get rid of
the sin of killing Tarakasuia, and since, mn chapter 24 '5 of
the same work, Vavu 15 said to be performing penance long
since to God Stinivasa i the same place and since Skanda
1s said to have bheen worshipping Siinivasa ever since, 1t
would be absurd to say that the worshipping Skanda and the
worshipped Srinivasa are one and the same

Further another question arises It 15 admitted that on
the south bank of the tank, therc 15 an mmage of a god en-
shrmed 1 a tcmple It 15 stated cqually cleaily 1n the same
Puranas that Skanda camc there to perform pcnance to
Vishnu to get n1id of the s of his having killed Tarakasura
mn battic These Puranas agam say that in the same place
God Srimwvase appeated {or the benefit of Brahma and the
other Devas the Brahmatishis and Rajarishis and others who
were performing penance therc with the same object  The
question thereforc auscs whether the God ieferied to as
being on the south hank of the tank 15 1n the cncumstances
Skanda or Srinivasa It can hairdly be Subrahmanya because
he 1s said to have comc there to get rid of his sin by penance
attracted towards the place for gaiming the grace of Vishnu
and therefore one among the many hike Brahma and others
who wete similaily engaged How can Skanda then be
regarded as the object of worship to the others > More than
this, the samc Puranas assert that Skanda came daily from
the Kumara Dharika to offex worship to Srinivasa, and there-
fore 1t cannot bhe said, on their authoity, that Skanda’s habi-
tual residence was on the south bank of the Svami Pushkarmi
Nor 1s this fact of the cstablishment of Skanda in a shrine
stated i any of our authorities Moreover the same Pura-
nas state that Sankardja and Tondaman Chakravarit built a
shrine to Vishnu who appeared in 1esponse to the penance of
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the Dévas and the Rishis Therefore their contention has
no evidence to rest on It 1s thus clear that the deity there
15 not Skanda

Since even the Stutis state 1t clearly that Vishnu came
down from Vaikuntham to show himself to Brahma, Indra
and the Rishis performing penance on the south bank of the
tank, therefore 1t 1s impossible that the deity there 1s Skanda,
nor 15 1t any mote possible that 1t 1s Mahadeva, who 1t has
alieady been stated was there to worship Vishnu, and since
it 15 clearly stated that 1t 15 Narayana who appeared there
mn 1esponse to the penance of these, there 15 no room for the
inference 1t could be Mahadeva As was already stated
Mahadéva was alicady theie at the foot of the hill even
before Skanda appeated It 15 also stated clearly in the
Viamana Puwiana that, after offerng worship along with
others when Siimivasa appeated on the hill, Mahadéva
returned to Kailasa as the others 1eturned to thewr own
places and that Siinivasa alone was 1 residence on the hill
Therefore 1t cannot be said that Mahadeva 15 1n 1esidence
where Srinvasa actually 1s More than this, 1t 15 well-known
that the prescribed image for the woiship of Mahadéva 1s a
linga Tt 15 not usual to worship Siva in the form of an
mmage with all organs That that 15 the accepted form of
worship 1s stated m the Bhavishyottara Purana, chapter 2
In the Varaha Purana chapter 29 contamning the Srinivasa
Ashtottara, 1t 1s stated that he was being meditated upon by
Sankara residing at the foot of the hill and in the Brahmanda
Purana Stimivasa 1s called Kalegamye  worshipped by
Kalakantha The mmage on the south bank therciore can only
be Narayana and not Mahadéva The matted locks and the
naga jewels cannot be said to be peculiar to Mahadéva since
the god there 1s givens the peculiar namt of Narayana It
15 not unusual that among the avataras of this Narayana some
are exhibited as weaiing matted locks, etec It 15 not correct,
as the Saivas contend, to say that Mahad3va 15 the cause of
all on the analogy of the Vaishnavas claiming that Vishnu
15 the cause of all Because mn the Srutis, 1t 1s only Nara-
yvana that 1s declared to be the cause of all It 1s thus clear
that this God 1s not Mahadeva (Siva) He cannot be des-
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cribed as Harithara because the weapons peculiar to Vishnu
alone, such as the conch and the discus, are worn by $ii-
nivasa  He 1s further described to have come from Vai-
kuntha specifically Even the Alvais who mention the Saiva
features m the Prabandhes speak of the God as Narayana
notwithstanding these features Further than that 1t 15 stated
that on the occasion when Srinivasa appeared, the gods m-
cluding Brahma and Rudia are said to have come there and
offered worship It cannot be said that Brahma offered wor-
ship to Siva his son Further 1t 15 stated 1n the Vamana
Purana that Mahadéva humsclf stated it clearly in the Vamana
Purana that 1t was not appropriate he should touch the un-
created (apprakrtam) image of Bhagavan I 1s thus cleat
that the image cannot be described as Hairthara The fact
that thegmage of Vishnu wears the upright face mark 1esting
on a base like the moon grown cight digits cannot be held
1o mean the carrving of the crcscent moon on the head of Siva,
as 1t 15 cleaily stated that the mark was worn on the face
Further m 1egaid to the vanous @rataras of Vishnu such
as the fish the tortoisc, the boar etc  these are determined
on the evidence of thc words m the Siuty, not by the marks
or other signs on the face and arms  Thetefore smce 1t 1s
clearly stated that God Naravana came trom Vaikuntham
as Srinivasa on the Venkatachala hill, the appearance of
features hike the matted locks, and the Naga jewdls cannot
be held to indicate the Sanva character of the god

Secing that Ramanuja had successfully met all the
arguments urged by the Sawvas in their support the Yadava
Raja inquued whether the Saivas had anything else to urge
in suppoit of then contention  They said mn reply that they
had become dumbfounded by the power of incantation of
Ramanuja, and turther 1if, as the 1uler of the locality, he
cartled outl the wishes of Ramanuja by force, they were in
no position to do anything agamnst him  We would be satis-
fied however completely if Ramanuja could show us that his
contention 1s acceptable to the god himself  The Yadava
Raja said in reply that having once diverted his mind from
the tinth by false aiguments, they wcre still attempting to
persist, and warned them that if they so persisted , he would
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be compelled to punish them, and, turming to Ramanuja,
asked him to demonstirate to the Saiwvas that his contention
has the approval of the god himself

Ramanuja resolved within himself to put the question
bevond doubt by making the god wear the conch and the
discus, as he 15 described in chapter 11 of the Brahmanda
Purana Then addressing the king he said that if the king
would be pleased to make a conch and a discus, the <pecial
symbols of Vishnu, and the 10pe, the goad and other weapons
charactenstic of other gods, and place them in the san.tum
of the temple, the weapons that the god assumes would put
1t beyond a doubt whether he 15 Vishnu o1 any other god

This was agieed to, and each paity got the weapons
characteristic of Vishnu and other gods made, and y1oceeding
with the king to Venkatachala placed these mn fiont of the
god, and locking the door kept watch all 1ound  Ramanuja
on his part approaching the God by means of his Yoga prac-
tices prayerd that he might assume his own weapons as before,
and putl the question beyond a doubt  After daybreak the
Yadava Raja took both the paities along with him and got
the door opened, when to his sutptise, he saw the mmage of
Srimivasa weaimg the conch and the discus  Thetcafter he
became a devotee of Ramanuja and punished those who set
up this maschievous contest He became  thenceforward
Ramanuja’s diseiple accepting f1om him the Vaishnava initia-
tion of the holy brandmng and other ceremonies, and con-
tinued to be his devoted disaple  Thereafter Ramanuja
satisfied with what had been done, got thc kings judgment
published and 1estored the old foim of piya according to the
practice of Vaikhanasa Agama, having duly perfoimed the
greatl ablution as an injtial purificatory ceremony to the god
and the temple Further he took steps 1o 1estore the
damaged Vimdna Anandanilaya in accordance with the pres-
cription of the Vaikhanasa Agama, and put round the neck of
the Bhagavan a gailand ot gold containing an image of Pad-
mavati, and re-established the deity as before Having thus
got rid of the danger from the Saivas to the Vishnu temple,
and, making Yadava Raja who was his disciple do everything
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required to conduct the regular worship in the temple, Rama-
nuja retired to Lower Tirupati (Govindarajapattana) and
remained there for sometime

Fourth Stabaka

Riamanuja while himself residing in Tirupati (Lower
Tirupat:) saw that the Fuday ablution (abhishéka) was
performed every week as prescribed in the Ananda Samhita
of the Vaikhanasa Agama  He also arranged that that for
Srinivasa the upright face mark should be of pacchatk-
karpuram (preparation of camphor) as prescribed m the
27,41st chapter of the Padmapurana and Bhavishyottara
Purana 7/11 It was laid down by him that thenceforward
this ought to be the upiight face maik for three days begin-
ning Friday, and for the following three days beginning
Monday this mark should be of white earth He also
presciibed the application of collyrium to the eye over and
above this On Thursdays the jewellery woin by the God
should be removed completely, and the image should be
dressed all over in flowers as prescribed by him This
flower dress should be removed on the followmg Friday, and
the upiight face mark should be made on the foichead of
the mmage with the sacied eaith (lnuman) The image
should also be made to wear the under cloth and the uppex
cloth  Then the morning worship ought to be performed
Afterwards the immage should be given ablution, and then
decorated with all the jewels with the upright face maik of
camphor as before He further presciibed that on Fridays
the Nacchiyar Tirumoli of the Prabandham sung by Goda,
an 1carnation of Bhudév: should be sung, as 1n the removal
of the jewels worn by the image, the golden representation of
Padmavati would also be removed to the regret of the god
He further arranged for the celebration of the festivals to
the god As there were no streets laid down for taking out
the god, he made arrangements for the laying out of the
streets for the purpose He also arranged for the continu-
ance of the worship in the temple by making 1t the duty of
those descended from one Bimbadhara who was pecularly
attached to the god, was an expert in the Vaikhanasa Agama,
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and who received the Vaishnava mitiation of Panchasam-
skdra from himself Having got all these arrangements made
through the Yadavaraja who had become his disciple, Rama-
nuja set about, and arranged {o1 the mstallation of the images
of the Alvars in the Govindataja temple at Tnupat: at the foot
of the hill This he did, as they themselves in their works
thought 1t polluting the hill to go up even for worship, and
therefore worshipped God on the hill fiom o distance, because
1t 1s stated mn the Vamana Purana chapter 21 2 that great
rishis like Suka, Bhigu, and devotees ike Prahlada, and kings
hke Ambarisha, all 1egardcd the hill Vinkatdchala as an
abode of Vishnu, and therefoie too sacied to be trodden
upon

Sometime hcfore this 1t happened that a Chola 1ulex by
name Krmikantha destroyed several Vishnu temples and
carited his destructive work even into the holy place of
Govinda Raja a' Chutraktta (Chidambaiam) Some of the
Vaishnavas of the locality carried the Utsava mmage (move-
able festival 1mage) fiom there and temoved themselves for
satety to Tuupati at the foot of the hill the larger image of
the sanctum having been thiown into thc sca by order of
the Chola  Having heard of this calamity with great
sortow Ramanuja set up another image m the sanctum, and
with the wtsava mmage hiought by the Varshnavas instituted
a 1egular system of worship i the tample of Govinda Raja in
Lower Tirupat:  All this Ramanuya did through the Yadava
Raja, resident at Narayvanapuia, who fixed a spot on the bank
ol a tank to the south of thc town of Tnupati, and thcre n-
stalled the images of Govinda Raja  He then built the
temple and a town round it by name Ramanujapuia, and n-
stituted a course of worshin as in Tuupatt on the hill  Having
carried all thesc out through the Yadava Raja by exhibiting
to him the gieat devotion that he himself {elt for Simivasa,
Ramanuja returned to Stirangam  Hc made thice or fow
visits aftetwards on occasions and 1nstituted various services
mn the temple as occasion demanded The Yadava Raja
carried out everything as arranged by Ramanuja On one
of these occasions Ramanuja instituted m the temple of
Govinda Raja the shrine for the goddess Goda, who as a

4
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vydha (mamfest foim) of Lakshmi, was found in his garden
of basil and brought up by Bhattanitha Thereafter the
Yadava Raja arranged for the conduct of the worship of
Govinda Raja m the month of An1 (August-September) as
also the bathmg festival in the month of Maigali (De¢cember-
January) The Yadava Raja then constructed houses in the
four stieets of Ramanujapura, and gianted them as a free
gift to devotees of Vishnu like Tuumalar Nambi, Ananta
Alvan, and others He also built the bazaar streels to the
north-west of the temple and a granery for paddy to the east
of the town

Fifth Stabaka
Relating to the story of the step well and the golden well

As has been 1elated in the 2nd patt of the Varaha Purana
chapter 10 Tondaman Chakiavaiti was ruling the locality at
the beginning of the Kali age  He uscd to visit the temple of
Srinivasa by thc undergiound passage called the Nrisimha
cavern On one occasion this Chakiavarti having been diven
out by enemies went through the seciet passage to the temple
at dead of night In consequence of this mtrusion 1t 15 said
that Sri Dévi hid herself in the chest of Srinivasa while Bha-
dévi sheltered herscdf m the well dug by Ranga Dasa {or
watering the flower garden  Hearme these stortes fiom the
old people in the locality Raméanuja aitanged to set up images
of Srinivasa with Bhidévi on the bank of the step well con-
structed by Ranga Dase ond arranged for then  daily
worship  He also asked that flowers basil etc used in wor-
ship of Srinivasa mav be diopped mto that well for the sake
of Bhidévi On one occasion when Alavandar undertook a
wisit to Tirupatt, he found that Tirumalar Nambi, who used to
bring water fiom the¢ Papanasa tank and bathe the 1mages in
it, on that particular day, was not able to do so owing to
illness  Alavandar took the occasion to address a prayer to
God Srinvasa that he might acceptl the water from the well
formerly constructed by Ranga Dasa, as the equivalent of
water from Papanasa, and ordamned that thereafter the water
from that well should be regarded as of equal holness with
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that of either Papanasa or Akasa Ganga It has therefore be-
come the habit in consequence that the water of that well was
bemng used for all holy purposes in the temple Having hearxd
of this, Ramanuja ordained that the water of Papanasa, Akasa
Ganga, and this well called Sundarasvami well were all of
equal holiness, and the water of any of these should be used
for all purposes m the temple The two wclls 1eferred to
above the step wcll of Ranga Dasa and the Sundatrasvami
well were stated to have becn originally constructed for the
kitchen convenience of Si11 Devi and Bhudevi  Having fallen
mnto ncglect for sometime, 1t 15 stated that the gardencr Ranga
Dasa 1epaired them and made them fit {01 use This 1s stated
in the 9th chapter of the Varaha Puana part

In thc Bhavishyottara Purana, chapter 13, 1t 1s stated that
tlns was done by Tondaman Chakiavaiti in his previous birth
Chapter 7 of the Brahma Purana, however, contains a state-
ment that the well was actually constiucted by Bhadevi, and
that the floner gaiden was made by the Sudia (probably
Ranga Dasa) In the Bhavisnvottara Puiana, it 1s stated that
the devotee Ranga Dasa met the Vaikhdnasa temple priest
Gopinatha on the way and discovercd the god at the foot of
the tamarind tiee  Thcrefore 1n constiucting the temple, he
took care that the tree was not aflccted by the stiuctute In
chapter 9 of the Varaha Puiana m the scction bearing on
Ranga Dasa, Ranga Dasa 15 said to have constiucted the tem-
ple In the <tory of Tondaman Chakiavaity in chapter 10, 1t 1s
stated that God commanded the Chakravaiti to construct the
shrine, which he attemptcd to do between the tamarind tiee
and the champaka trec without hwiting either, and when the
Chakiavarti was actuallv cxercised as to how to bring in a
temple of the size within the narrow linits, 1t 15 also stated
that the tiees of themselves moved out of their place to make
room for the temple On the basis of these stories Ramanuja
recognised that these trees were fit foo being worshipped and
ordamed daily worship of these as well

The explanation for the Naga jewels on the mmage

On a previous occasion, a Gajapati king by name Vira
Narasimha was on a pilgrimage to Ramésvaram (Sétu) He
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came to Vénkatachala in the course of his jouiney, and having
had his bath at the Svami Pushkarini offered worship at the
temple of Srinivasa Having done so he ordeied the con-
struction of a tower for the temple to complete the structure
Having gone forward on his pilgrimage taking Srirangam and
other holy places on the way, he returned 1o Vénkatachalam
after his visit to Ramésvaram and 1emained theie to complete
the stiucture of the tower During his stay he dreamt one
night that a serpant came to him and addiessed him as
follows “ O Gajapati I am this Vinkatachala Your con-
structing this big tower on the hill gives me gieat pamn I had
therefore 1o procced to the God and twine myseld 10ound his
arm n catyie my appeal 1o him ™ Ifavineg heard this, the
king consulted ¢ldarly folk m the place  They told him n
1eply that 1t was a fact on the authority of the Puranas, that
the hill undoubtedly was the great scipant Sesha, or Ananta,
and that the ¢omstruction of a ercatl tower for the temple was
likely 1o be panful to the setpant Ananta They advised him
therefore to desist  Havine heard this the Gajapat: completed
the tower without cartving through the whole of his projedt,
and, as an expitiation for the pain that he gave to Ananta he
made a golden jewel in the shape of Ananta and asked 1t to be
put on the god as a jewel The orthodos folk round about
objected to this as the jewel was characteristic of other gods,
but he was assured by the god himself, assuring them through
one possessed of his spuit, that the jewel was acceptable to the
God It was thus made clear to Ramanuja that, from the days
of Vira Narasimha this Naga jewel was woin on one of the
arms of the god On turther enquny Ramanuja found, from
the accounts in the Bhavishyottara Purana and in chapter 2
of the Brahma Purina that the God was presented with this
Naga jewel for both the hands by Akasa Raja on the occasion
of the marriage of Padmavati to the God Having ascertaned
this he ordained that the Naga jewel ought to be placed on
both the hands of the image

Next follows the story of Nrmsumha In the Skanda
Purana, in the section dealing with the river Svarnamukhari,
1t 1s stated that God Sankara performed a penance for some-
time on the west bank of the Svam: Pushkarini in contempla-
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tion of God Nrisimha, and that, in this place, Nrisimha ap-
peared before the penitent Siva It 1s also stated in the 61,29th
chapter of the fust part of the Vaidha Purana, mn the
Ashtottara Sata Namavali (a string of 108 names) some of the
Saivas who lived about that time wanted to build a temple on
the west bank of the tank {01 both Sankara and Nrisimha who
appeared in response o his penance  The Vaishnavas oppos-
g 1t pomted out that according to the Puranas Siva who
wished to reside there with Vishnu was ashed by the latter to
reside below the hill in the south-castein dinection  They also
pointed out that the hill Vénkatachalam 1s a divine hill sacred
to Vishnu, and thetefore any 1epresentation of Siva should not
be mstalled thetein  So saying they suceceded mn stopping the
building of the tcmple Afterwards when Ramanuja was
there, seemg that God Nrsimha was of a very austere form
and smce a separate shine for thic God would lead to trouble
with the Sawvas, found authority in the Varaha Puiana, first
patt, chapter €1 29, to 1cgard God Stinivasa himsell as Nr-
simha 1n form, and thaicfore set up a separate shrme i the
temple of Stinvasa with the tower called Ananda-Nilayam 1n
front of Siinivasa himself and ordained the conduct of the
wotship of this form of Vishnu there

The mmage of Nrisumha half way up the hll

The Makandéya Purana, chapter 2, states that a disciple
of Agastya by name Suddha along with the Rish1 Markandéya
once went up the hill of Venkatachalam On the way, near
the cavein sacied {o Niisimha, 1t 1s stated that Maikandéya
had a vision of Nnisimha On the basis of this Ramanuja set
up a Nnsimha image on the spot where God Nrisimha
appeared before Maikandcéva and arranged for the worship
of this deity also

Application of the camphor p eparation on the chn of Srimwdasa
and the hangmng of the shovel on the temple tower

Ramanuja had directed one of his disciples Anantarya, a
greal devotee of Vishnu, to maintain the flower garden
for the seivice of Srimivasa Anantarya took great interest
mn this work and was domng all the woik of the garden
himself without seeking assistance of others, and when-
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ever carth had to be dug and 1emoved he drew upon
the assistance of his piegnant wife to carry the earth
tor him On this, God Srinivasa was moved to pity for
the woman, and, assuming the form of a young bachelor
(vatu), took the basket of eaith fiom the lady and was catry-
ing 1t himsell Anantarya was wild with the young bachelor
for doing what he regaided a< an mmpettinent act All this
waining fell on deaf ears Getting angry once, he stiuck the
bachelor with his shovel which struck him at the ¢hin and
left a depression there  When he went to worship Siinivasa
that day, he found blood drppmng ftom the Gods chin
Guessing that 11 wes no other than Siinmivasa himself that
appeared as the offending bachelor he collected the pollen
from the flowers of Vishamacchada and pressed 1t on the wound
to stop the blocd, and begged the God to «xcuse him for the
offence of hurting him  Pleased with his devotion Srimivasa
thought 1t but 11¢ht that the wound should remam as 1t was,
and asked him to place the shovdl with which he hit him at a
prominent place m the templc <o that 1t may be scen by all
This was cairied out and cver smce that time on the occasion
of the daily worship, Siinivasa 1s anomted with the camphor
mixture on the mark of the wound at the chin

The Purattast (September-October ) Festival

As directed by Ramanuja Anintarva (Ananta Alvar) had
set himself up 1in Vénkatachalam, having made a big flower
garden and a laige tank to urigatc 1t He was engaged n the
daily service of supplying flowcrs to the temple {iom this gar-
den God Srinivasa demonstrated this devotion of Antaiya to
the public by a miracle He assumed the form of a prince and
made Padmavati take the form of a princess Thev both of
them engaged themselves m the pleasant occupation of collect-
ing flowers every night in Anantaryas flower garden Having
found that somebody was depriving the garden of 1its best
fowers so sedulously cultivated for God’s service, Anantarya’
kept watch for eight days, and at dead of night on the eighth
day discovered the pair moving about m the garden He tried
to capture both of them, but God Srinivasa managed to dodge
him and enter the temple But Padmavati, in the form of the
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princess, could not run as fast, and was actually caught and
tied up to the champaka tree m the garden Padmavati with
great deference prayed to Anantaiya that he might capture
the husband, but might let her off, treating her as his own
daughter In the course of this colloquy day dawned, when
the temple establishment entered the temple and opened the
sanctum  God Stinivasa let them know through one of them,
that what took place in the garden was his own domg and com-
manded that Anantarva might be brought down together with
Padmavati  Cn hcaring this Anantarya was transported with
joy  He came over with his hasket of flowers, carrying
Padmavati on his head and set her down at the feet of Sri-
nivasa Having heard ol this occurnience, Ramanuja directed
that, in memmy of this mnade the God may be taken m pro-
cession on the seventh dav of the Purattas: festival, round the
town, and on the eichth the day of the car festival Anantarya

may be presented with a gailand of flowers and other gifts
from the God himself

The story of the God at the foot of the Tamarind Tree

Tirumalar Nambi (the maternal unde of Ramanuja and
a grandson of Alavandai) was commandcd by Alavandar to
go and settle down at Tirupati and perform i1egulatly the duty
of brimeme water for the ablution of the image 1n the temple
there  Hc had settled down at Tuupat: for this purpose, and,
when Alavandar had passed away Ramanuja went over to him
to have the Ramayana expounded to him Well pleased with
this, Tirumalar Nambr e xpounded to Ramaruja the Ramayana
with all 1ts esoteric esplanation Ramanuja antanged to hive
i the town of Tnupati at the foot of the hill as he thought 1t
would be desccration that he resided on the hill - Tuumala
Nambi on the contrary ¢ngaged m the tample scrvice had
necessarily to hve therc and the two had airanged to meet half
way up the hill They fixed upon a tamarind tree far down
the hill as their meeting place where the Ramayana was being
expounded regularly Having gone through this course of
mstruction for a year, Tirumalar Namb: one evening felt some
contiition that because of this Ramayana work, he had to
forego the midday worship of Srimvasa Having expressed
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this feeling before God Srinivasa that eveming, he went to bed
as usual  God appeared before Tirumalai Nambi 1n a dream
and promised to show himself to him at midday thereafier
Tirumalai Nambi went about his work as usual with the 1e-
collection ot this dieam One midday Nambi felt the smell of
civet, musk, the camphor mixture, etc assouated with the
worship of God as when the temple worship was gomng on, and
suddenly he saw betore him a pan of lool impressions of the
God with the leaves of basil offered in wor<hip  Surprised at
this sudden appearance both Namb: and Ramanuja built up
a shine for the toot-maik at the {oot of the tamarind tiee, and,
consecrating 1t, propetly artanged tor its daily worship  As
seveial Puranas have staled thal in the age of Kali, God
Vénkatanatha was the God complete Nambi and Ramanuja
arranged that all people without disunction of caste, including
the Chandalas, might come and worship thare at the foot of the
tamarind tree They were to tahc thenr bath at a tank called
Chandala Tirtha near about and then come and cicum-
ambulate and offexr worship at the foot maths of the god unde
the tamarind tree As prescaibed i chapter 62 of pait 1 of
Varaha Puiana, every one that wished to worship Srinivasa
had to come to the spot and, crying out the namc of Govinda
should offer worship at the foot and then procced higher up
the hill to the temple

The story of the image of $11 Rama wn the temple of
Srimvasa

Once upon a time,,as 1t 1s stated m the Vasishta Rama-
vana, there lived on the banks of the Kritamala (Vaigai) to the
south-west of Maduia of the south, there was a Risht by name
Visvambara n the town ol Kalavingam (spariow) Having
recollected the offer of protection by Rama to Vibhishana, he
set himself up 1in penance to 1ealise this patticular act of grace
on the part of Rama Sri Rama was gracious enough to give
him a view of his offer of protection to Vibhishana That Rishy
made an 1mage of what he saw and set 1t up there in a shrine
and worshipped 1t dailly Some ltme after, there was a gieat
disturbance m the town, and the 1image of Ramachandia there
directed the Vaishnavas there, thiough one of them, who be-
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came possessed of him, to be taken over to Vénkatachala They
therefore 1emoved the mmage from thete, and, carrying 1t to
Tirupati, set 1t down 1n front of Tirumalar Namb: at the foot
of the tamaiind tree as he was expounding to Ramanuja
Vibhishana seeking refuge of Rama Being quite surprised at
the comcidence, both Nambi and Ramanuja took the image of
Rama from there with Janaki his consott and other attendants,
and set these up according to the Vaikhanasa Agama, and
ordamned the daily worship of these along with the worship of
Srinivasa as has been stated i the Tiruchanda Viruttam of
Tirumahisar Alvar (87)

The Story of Varaha

Ramanuja also ordamed that the God Varaha on the
west bank of the Svami Pushkaimni should be worshipped
fust by those gomng to worship Stinivasa This was laid down
m several Puranas desciibie the merits of Vénkatachala
such as the Padmapurana as they state 1t cleairly that Varaha
was ‘here even before Stinivasa  that he should be wor-
shipped before Siinvasa 15 laid down in the 8th chapter of
the Brahma Purana and in the 5th chapter of the Bhavish-
yottara Purana

When Ramanuja had set up the image of Govinda Raja
m his shrime m Lower Tuupatr and ordained that worship
should be conducted as 1f Vdukatachalam and Tirupati were
one place ol worship, he airanged 1t that when the final
evening ceremony of scnding God to sleep was performed,
these people engaged m temple <etvice should be presented
with gailand 1 the shiine of Visvakséna (an attendant god
answerng to the contioller of the household), before locking
up the temple for the night

Sixth Stabaka

The account of Twumalaw Nambr s Association with Twrupate

Tuumalar Nambi (who, by the way, was according to the
Guiu Parampalas a grandson of Alavandai) was one among
the younger men 1n $rirangam who was 1n the habit of
attending at Alavandar’s exposition of Vaishnavaism Ala-
vandar whose name was Yamunacharya was among the

5
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teachers (Achaiyas) of Vaishnavism coming really two gene-
1ations after, bul almost as the next important successor of
the first Acharya Nathamumi  One of the man {functions of
these teachers 1s to expound the cardinal texts of Vaishnavism
On one occasion he was expounding the Tinuvaymoly, the prin-
apal work of Nammalvar 1egarded as an exposition m Tamil
of the essence of the Veda In the course of exposition of the
third ten of the thnd Tuuvaymol, he espatiated upon the
great religious merit of the holy place Tnuveéngadam and
pomted out that in such a holy place 1t would be very desir-
able indeed fo1 onc to 1endcr service to the God by providing
water for his ablution and flower for worship and decoration
He wound up by expresang his gicat regret that at his age he
could not undertake the mmportant and mciitorious service
Young Tirumalar Nambi immediatcly got up from the audi-
ence and volunteered (o go to Tunupati and 1ender this
service to the God by residme there  To demonstrate the
great devotion of Tnumalai Nambi the God at Vingadam
assumed the form of a hunter as Tiumalat Nambi carrying
the water pot on his head was going towards the temple from
the holy water of Papanasa The hunter begged of him for a
little of the water that he was car1ying, as he was very thirsty
Naturally Tuumalai Nambi declined to desecrate the water
for the holy service by usmg a pait of 1t for the purpose of
drink, and so walked along quietly  The hunter kept follow-
ing him as he thought  As the Namhi was repeating the Pra-
bandha verses of Kalivan (Tirumangar Alvar) and moving
on, the hunter made a small hole in the pot by the arrow that
he was carrying in his hand and giadually drank off the whole
water Having gone some considaable distance absorbed in
his recital of the Prabandha, Tiumalai Namb: felt that
the burder. on his head had become very hight, and discovered
what had happened, as the hunter was still drinking the water
To his angry question whether 1t was proper for him to have
done what he did with the water that he was taking to the
temple for God’s seivice, the hunter coolly answered “O,
Grandfather, do not be distressed about the water Here a
Iittle way down 1s a holy pool of water from which you can
take water for the temple service instead” He led the Namb1
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some little way and pomnted to the holy water of Akasa
Ganga, and said that “ This 15 the holy Ganges water itself,
and you might bring this daily for our service” Having said
this to indicate that he was no other than God himself, he dis-
appeared Struck with wonder at this exhibition of grace
by God to his devotees, he became the more devoted, and was
serving God with water taken from the Akasa Ganga mstead
of fiom the distant Papanasa  Since the God himsclf address-
cd him Tata (grandfather) he was thenceforward hknown
Siisaila Natha Tatacharya oo m Tatml Tiiumalar Tatacharya)
Tirumalar Nambi had a son by name Ramaauja When he
died eaily he had adopted a son who was known as Kumara
Tirumalar Nambi  Tnumalar Nambr often used to call him
Tata, and he came to he known thenceforward as Tatacharya
Since he was friendly to everybody m the locality he hecam'e
popular and was designated Tolappa Tatachaiyva or Tatarya,
the friend Having spcnt some time longer in this seivice, Tnu-
malar Nambi ultimatelv passed anayv Ramanuja airranged 1n
memorv of Tinumalar Nambr the annual celebration of a fes-
tival i which the God 1< given an ablution on the day follow-
mg the Adhyayana Utsava (fcstival of the i1catal of Pra-
bandhas) Thc 1masge of the God 15 to be seated in the hall
Mangalagirt A number of Si11 Vaishnava Biahmans used to
go 1o thc Akasa Ganga and biing water from thcie chanting
all the way the Piabandha of Tnumangar Alvar and carry-
g the water m procession through the four stieets 1unning
round the temple brme 1t mto the termple and with the water
periorm the ablution of the image and satagopa (sin-destroyer ,
this 15 of the shape of the head gear made of metal covered
with gold, carrving on the top of 1t a pair of sandals symboli-

cal of the feet of God)

The Account of Anantarya

Anantarya belonged to the West country and was born
at Lughunutanapura on the banks of the Kavenr (Sirupudu-
pattanam or Siruputtin) His father was a Késavacharya of
the Bharadvaja gotra  The date of his birth 1s given as Kal
4154 or Saka 975 cxpucd, the year Vijaya, the month of
Chaitra and nakshatra Chitia  Having received his early
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education and attained to much competency, he went down to
Srirangam, along with a number of others incduding Yeghésa,
to Ramanuja, who then was teaching in Stirangam Rama-
nuja welcomed them among his pupils and was giving them
mstruction i the Veédanta One day Ramanuja enquired
who among the number of his disaples was willing to vol-
unteer service at Vénkatachala to supply flowcrs, etc, to God
Vénkatanatha there Most of them shrank from it as the
place was cold and otherwise uncomfortable fo1 a permanent
residence, while Anantaiya bravely got up and offered his
services Ramanuja applauded his ccurage and sent him there
It 1s this that gave him the later natne Ananta-purushar ya,
purusha bemg the equivalent ol a manly man He went to
Vénhkatachalam and laxd out a big garden and even construct-
ed a tank for the puipose of wateimg 1t He took the flowers
from this gaiden and oftcred thcm for the daily service in the
temple Having heard that at one time Yamunacharya had a
little cottage put up near the temple and fiom thare was doing
the flower service, he built up a Mantapa on the same spot
and set up an mmage of Yamunacharya and ainanged fo1 con-
ducting the worship of Yamunachaiva in that paviion He
generally strung tne flowers together into garlands in that
pavilion and took them over for seivice to the temple at the
time of worship, cartving them on his head Anantarya went
on doing this service with his son who was called Ramanuja

Seventh Stabaka

The orgamsing of some other festwals as a result of a careful
mvestigation of Venkatachala Mahatmyam

The first point discovered was that the hill Vénkatachala
was Vishnu himself This 15 stated 1n the following Puranas,
—Markandéya Purana, Part 11, Varaha Purana, part 1, chap-
ter 34/2, Vamana Purzna, chapter 21/2, which state clearly
that sages Iike Suka, great devotees hike Prahlada and royal
samts Itke Ambarisha all regarded the hill itself as a form of
Vishnu, and therefore always remained at the foot of the hill
not to desecrate 1t by walking up the hill Having known
this, Ramanuja himself followed the example by remaining
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in Tirupati and only gomng occasionally up the hill praying
for God’s grace for the desecration that he had necessarily
thus to commit It 1s from Tirupati at the foot of the hill that
he went up a part of the way daily to read Ramayana with
Tirumalai Nambi In the course of this kind of life, he {elt .t
necessary that those engaged in temple service should be free
from any hability for desecration, and made certain arrange-
ments i consultation with his teacher Tunumalas Nambr and
his disciple Anantarya  The following aie the regulations
made —

1 On the authonty of Varadha Purana part 1, chapter
52,21, it 1s only those who aie required for immediate setvice
of God that should re<ide on the ill  Everybody else should
live only at the foot going there for worship on the necessary
0ceasions

2 Those that hive m Vénkatachalam and pilgiims that
come there, should cook 1n the temple itsclf and with aiticles
of food used 1n the temple sexvice, and 1t 1s only 1n this way
that they should conduct then iestivals and ceremonies as
laid down 1n the Skanda Purana, Svainamukhi Mahatmya

3 Those living i Tirupatt should not cultivate flower
plants for purposes of then houschold woiship  They must
use only flowers intended for the worship of Siinnasa, but
only after the requuements of his worship had been met This
15 laid down 1n the Tth chapter of the Biahméttara Purana

4  Those living on the hill should get down when they
they feel the appioach of death

5 Animals and buds on the hill bemg God’s cieatures
should not be hunted and killed even by the hunter folk living
on the hill This 1s laid down 1in Varaha Purana, patt 1, chap-
ter 44/12,

6 Those who go on pilgrimage to the hill of Tnupat
should not take with them vehicles or sandals o1 other protec-
tion for the feet  This 15 laxd down 1n Varaha Purana, Part 1,
chapter 51,19, and Vamana Purana, chapter 34/25 The
Iimits for the holy place in Vénkatachalam are laid down
in Varaha Purana, part 1, chapter 49 17 It details Maha-
déva’s request to ive m proximity to the God with a view 1o
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worship him daily which was not granted, and the fact that
he was asked to make his abode at the foot of the hill to the
south-west of 1t on the bank of the Kapila Tirtha Therefore
all the distance between Svami Pushkaiini and Kapila Tirtha
1s marked out as holy for Vishnu Theirefore thiough a radius
of cre yojana (7 to 8 miles) 10und the Svami Pushkarini 1s
1egarded holy because of the presence of God, and all that 1s
laxd down above will apply to that whole atea  Withm this
arca no temple to any other god should or could be erected
Whatever people do m accordance with thesc 1egulations
does not make them lhable for any dcseaation Toumala
Nambr and Anantarya laid down thesc regulations of Rama-
nuja before the God n the sanctum and prayed for his appro-
val which was vprossed thiough one of the worshipping
priests becoming possessed and giving divine assent This was
accepted by all those associatcd with the temple and 1n 1esi-
dene on the hill

The appowmtment of a bachelor (Ehengr) lov tahing care of
whatever belongs to Srimwvasa

Ramanuja wanted someone to see that these regulations
were carticd out and that the worship itsell was conducted
according to reculations atter the death of Tnumalar Namba
and Anantarya  Someonc was also required to see  that
there was no quaricl about these matters  He was to be a
man of learnmy capable of mstructing the local 1uler, and ol
sufficient renunaation to have any desnie for himsclf  So
Rimanuja artanged it that an unmariied man (Brahma-
chary), such as 15 presciibed m the Paramésvara Samhita be
chosen and given the colouted 1obes of a sanydasn and that he
cairy on the admmistration of the temple under the orders of
T umalar Nambi and Anantaiva  He also entiusted him with
the 1mage of Chabravarttr Kumara (Rama) and a seal with the
maihk of Hannman for hun to scal up the freasury, and a key
with which to lock up the teinple for the might

The Installation of a Sanyasm (Yatr) called Vénkatanatha
Satagopa Yatr by Ramanuja

Ramanuja durmg his first visit to Tirupati arranged to

secure the gift of a village called Balamandyam irrigated by
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a canal from the river by one Vittala Déva Raya his disaple
He then asked o few familics of Si1 Vaishnavas 1o go and settle
down in Tirupat: It was also at this time thatl he learnt the
Ramayana from Tirumalar Nambi When aftcr a yeat's stay he
wanted to retuin to Srirangam, he gave to Anantarya, who
was disconsolate at paiting, an 1mage of his own hikeness He
then left for Sinangam taking with hmi his cousin Govinda
Nambi

On the second occasion of his vist to Tnupatt he had to
settle the question wheother the God thaie was Vishnu o1 any
other He establishcd successtully and to the satisfaction o1
the Yadava Raja that 1t was Vishnu and through the good
offices of the Rayja he got the Vimana tower pavilion and such
other structures for the temples butlt It was aleo on this occa-
sion that he took up the 1mage of Govinda Raja from Chitia-
kiita cast out by the Chola Kimmikharthe and ¢ot huim estab-
lished m a tcmple along with Goda Divi e also got
constructed  through Titumalar Nambi and Anantarya a
shime to Hanuman and sct up therc the mrage of Chakia-
vaiti Kumaia (Rama) g¢iven to hun Ly Tnumalar Namh He
ordamed the bachelor who was a disaple of Anantarva and
mstalled him therc as desartbed m the Puamdsvara Samhita
giving lum the tcd 1obcs and appomting him vvardian of the
shime Sénapatt He atso gave him the seal bearmg the mark
of Hanuman, a +eal-img a pennon with the mark of the bell
on 1t and the key of the temple  He got the Yadava Raja to
pass an order that all those 1¢siding i Vinkatachalam should
act according to his commands  Hc then lcft for Siirangam
When agam he visited Tirupati at the 1ipe old agc of 102
the vear Kali 4220 salivahana Saka 1041, he entrusted, n
view to his own great age, the whole management
to Anantaiya who was then 66 years old to supe-
rintend the management of the temple Since the
whole management could not be conducted by the
one bachelor sanyasin, he also oidered he rught be
made a full <anyasin, ahd given two or three assistants by
appomting brahmachdris (bachelois) to these offices as 1n his
own case Seeing that a special kind of service should be
mstituted 1 the temple as described in the Tiruvaymol of
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Nammalvar, the third ten, thud section, he appomnted a spe-
aal devotee for this purpose under the name Satagopa Yat
He entiusted him with the worship of the image of Rama
Then he chose from among the disciples of Anantaiya four
and made them bachelor canyasins to assist him  He then
told Yadava Raja to conduct the management of the temple
with the assistance of Anantaiya, on account of his old
age, owing to which 1t was not possible for him to be visiting
Tirupal: often  Under the direction of Anantaiya, Satagopa
Yat1 and the four Biahmachaiins should actually cariy on the
services to the temple The<e four bachelors took over the
work of the one bachelor before and put themselves unde:
the dnection of Satagopa Yati He commended Anantarya
as the most capable among his students and bespoke the Ya-
dava Raja's consideration for him  He also informed the Ya-
dava R3ja that similai arrangements were 1equired mn all the
Vaishnava <himes and that he had wmstituted 74 «m-
hasanas  (thione) for  his  disaples, and  enthioned
them on the dach@yapithe and made them Acharyas
What these acharyapurushéttamas  should bhe v lad
down 1 the Padmoattata, Chapter 1 These  Achai-
vapurushas as a body were to keep an eye upon the
proper conduct of worship n all thc temples dedicated to
Vishnu When a numbe: of these came together they must b
treated with 1espect and rewarded as prescribed in the San-
dilya Sruti Having made these arrangements Ramanuja
pomnted out to the Yadava Raja thal Anantarya was the senior-
most among those present at the time, and that he might do
everything with his advice This person Anantarya, with some
of yowr descendants, Salagopa Yati representing him, and a
certain number repiresenting Tirumalar Namhi should be ap-
pomnted for the future as such are not at the moment here
present, and asked him to carry this out He further instruct-
ed that one belonging to the Satamarshana gétra should be
appointed for this service as Nathamuni, Kurukar Kavalappan,
Yamuna-mum and other great teachers belonged to this gotra
Having made these regulations, he got down the hill, for
Govindarajapattinam wherefrom he left for Srirangam, after
mstructing the Yadava Raja to see to 1t that the trouble created
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by the Saivas was not repeated cither m the one place or 1n
the other

The setting up of the image of Ramanuja m Vénkatachalam

Sometime after, Anantarya having heard of Ramanuja’s
mrvana  (giving up of his body) prayed to God Sri-
nvasa, with great soriow, and put foiward a request
that, 1  recognition of the great services of Rama-
nuja to humanity gencially he might condescend to
peimut  of the reatal of the c¢entum  Ramanuja
Narrandad: composed in praise of Ramanuja by one of his
disaiples, Amudan of Stirangam during the Adhyayana Utsava,
and that hc might permut of the setting up of an 1mage of
Ramanuja withm the preamnets of the temple and the arranging
for the conduct of daily worship to that mmage with a view
to the promotion of his tcaching and the perpetuation of the
arrangements that he had made The God expressed his assent
thioueh one of those present

On another occasion a certam Satagopa who was appoint-
ed to canty out the wishes of Sthangaiaja (Si1 Rangaraja
Vighapti Karya) who mstiucted Ramanuja himself in the
Prabandhas of the Alvars took the oppoitunity, duiing the
festival 1in the month of Karttika to appeal to Ranganatha fox
permission to go to Tuupati  Having worshipped the God
Ranganatha he pioceeded to the Ramanwa mantapa
(pavilion) m Siitaneam and obtained the approval of Rama-
nuja for his proceeding to Tirupati with a view to singing the
Prabandhas 1n the Dévagana on the hill  Having 1eceived
Ramanuja’s appioval, he started on his journey Having
broken his journey at Conjpvaram to worship Varadaiaja he
proceeded onward to Lower Tnupati at the foot of the hll
Having offered his worshie at the Gévinda Raja shrine, he
walked up to the foot of the hill, and worshipping agamn the
foot-marks under the tamaiind tree, and the Nrissmha image
enshrined m the forest near about, he went up the hill to
where Tirumalai Nambi and Anantirya were Having ex-
changed courtesies with them, he took his bath at the Svam
Pushkarmni, and, having completed his daily services, went and
offered worship at the Varaha shrine as mstructed mn the

6
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Tiruvoymol of Paiankusa and then proceeded to the temple
of Vénkatanatha (Siinivasa) Theie he offered his worship
to the God 1n prescribed form, and having accepted his tirtha
(holy water) from the katdha (the vessel m which the water
used 1n ablution of the mmage 15 preserved), he also offered
worship at the shrme of Visvakséna, Nrisimha at Venkata-
chala, Garuda and other attendant deities 1 the temple Then
having got round the temple 11ghtwise, he went into the pre-
cinets of the God, and, as directed m the Perwya Tuumolr, he
sang the Tuumoli of the Alvar  Then piaying for the inter-
cesston of Lakshmi he made his self-~wiender to the God and
had a complete view fiom head to foot of the image there He
was then commanded by God in the usual fashion to sing a few
verses from the Pirabandha of the first Alvars He did as he
was commanded and pleased God immensely Having been
rewarded by God with the eift of the holy water and othex
things usual 1 reward for his services, he went up to Tiru-
malar Nambi and Anantaiva  Having been 1equested by them
to begin the Adhvavana Utsava daily by chanting the first ten
of Peiiya Alvar’s Tnumoli  He 1endeted 1t musically first, and
then the 1est of the Prabandhas during the festival He took
leave and left for Stirangam and reported all that had taken
place to Ramanuja

Well pleased with what had bcen done, Ramanuja
ordained that the Prabandha of the fir<t Alvars may be sung
first, and then the other Piabandhas all of them being alike
set to music and musically chanted In order that this may
be done regularly he appomted one hiom among the descend-
ants of Nathamun: for this particular task and gave him the
designation Srisaila Vignaptikarya, and sent him to Tirupati
with a lctter to Anantarya Having 1eached Tirupat: with the
letter, this Srisaila Vigfiaptikarya handed the letter over to
Anantarya and went to the sanctum of Srinivasa along with
Anantarya  Anantarya intimated to Srinivasa the wish of
Ramanuja m regard to Srisailla Vighaptikirya, and, having
recerved God’s approval, asked him to reside in Tirupat: and
keep conducting his services as directed by Ramanuja

The above resume of the work Sri Vénkatachala Itihasa
Mala gives more or less a clear 1dea of the contents of the
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work A crnitical evaluation of the material contained in it
would be necessary before it can well be used for purposes
of reconstructing a history of Tirupati so far as that important
epoch 1s concerned The epoch 15 of particular importance as
practically the whole orgamisation of worship in the temple
seems based upon the arrangements that Ramanuja 1s believed
to have made there

The work claims to have heen compiled by Anantarya
If he was the disciple of Ramanuja deputed to carry out
Ramanuja’s directions and see 1o 1t that the aflairs of the
temple were managed satisfactorily thereafter 15 doubtful
From the details given mn the work itself, he was Rama-
nuja’s junior by about 36 years, and had been contem-
porary not only with Ramanuja but even with his uncle
Tirumalai Nambi, so that Tirumalar Nambi, Ramanuja and
Anantarya between them would perhaps have covered about
a century of time The piccise date given for the buth of
Ramanuja 1s Saka 939, equivalent to AD 1017, and by all
accounts, he 1s said to have Iinved for a pertod of 120 years,
which would take him to A D 1137 fo1 his last year He must
have passed away erther that yvear o1 the year following In
the course of the narrative contamned 1in this work, he 1s made
to say to the Yadava Raja that he was too old to be able to
make other visits to Tirupati as he was 102 years at the time
That would mean he had just about 18 vears of life left, and
that again would mean the actual date under 1cference 1s
AD 1118 or 1119 when Anantarya 1s said to have been 66
years That 1s the date for Ramanwa so far as the Guru-
parampara accounis and the account of the Itihasa
Mala are concerned We have no means of checking this by
any other dizect sources of information, as we have none  But
then this can be cheched 1 a wav by the traditional account
of the life of Ramanuja which bimgs him into contact with
rulers who lived at the time and rendered him assistance mn
various ways, such as for mstance the Yadava Rija who figures
so largely 1n this narrattve There are thiec rulers that come
mto view 1 the account of his life, a Krimikantha Chola, a
Chola sovereign who died from an abcess in the neck which
was so bad and severe an attack that woims appeared in the
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abcess Hence the name Of coutse if the Vaishnava accounts
are to be believed in their entirety, he 1s supposed to have
suffered fiom this fell discase because of the dessecration pur-
posefully cairmed out in regard to the Vishnu temple of Govinda
Raja in Chidambaiam In regaid to this particular matier we
come upon what seems to be a very serious disciepancy
Assuming for the moment that the date as given foo Ramanuja
mn these works 1s cotrect, Ramanuja’s life would be covered by
the whole of the 11th century practically and the fust 38 years
of the 12th If {fo1 our puiposes we neglect the fuirst 25 vears
or even 30 vears of Ramanuja s lifc as uneventful and anterio
to his having become anything prominent, 11 would bring us
to the second half of the 11th century for his active ife and
almost the following 40 years of the ncxt century Duning the
former petiod, and a very considerable part of the latter, the
Chola 1ulcr happened to be the great Chola Kulottunga
Chola I, AD 1070 to 1118 , his last year may have been a few
yeais later He was followed by a profcssed Vaishnava
Vikrama Chola who 1uled from AD 1118 1o 1136 Hc was n
tuin succeeded by Kulottunga Chola I1 a comparatively young
man and a devoutl Saiva The unsettling of the ariangements
in Chidambaram, and the throwing out of th¢ mam image of
Govinda Raja into the sea weic acts of deseciation said to have
been brought about under the orders of this 1uler and the
circumstances are described to us i literature, contemporary
literature, that has come dewn to us  The Cholas were 1n the
habit of confirming their accession to the throne hy having
themselves anointed in the coronation hall on the east bank
of the tank in the temple at Chidambaram The story 1s that
when the anointing was over and the procession was formed
to start from the hall to go round the town, the elcphants, the
horse and the foot soldiers of the court that had been drawn
up, along with the contingents brought by the subordinate
rulers, found too httle room to move about, and finding that
there was such a crush m front of the Nataraja shrine on
account of this, the prince enquired what buildings they were
that obstructed the front yard of the court so badly Being told
that 1t was the shrine of Govinda Raja lymng there, he rephed
smartly that the place fo1 the lying of Vishnu was not thr
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front yard of the temple of Nataraja, his favourite deity, but
the sea, and ordered therefore that the Vishnu image might
be cast into the sea The oider was probably carried out
Iiterally  This could have been only somewhere about
AD 1135 or 1136, the year of accession of Kulottunga II
Kulottunga I was not fanatical enough to do that for one
thing , ahd he made actual grants and even detailed airange-
ments regulating worship 1n 1espect of Srirangam about the
year AD 1084, even providing for the recital of the Pra-
bandhas ot Kulasékata Alvar and Tirumangar Alvar It would
be difficult to imagine that he was 1esponsible for this desecra-
tion, the more patticularly in the face of the definite state-
ment 1n the works of Otta Kattan, the poet who was the tutor
to Kulottunga Chola II as prmce  This 15 one difficulty
which 1t seems almost impossible to get over  From certam
madents relatcd m the Itthasa Mala 1t seems o be clear that
Ramanuja had already retuined fiom the Mysore country
wheic he had to 1eside for over a quarter of a century because
of the offence that his principal disaple Karattu Alvan gave
to the Chola ruler, and of Ramanuja having to go into exile as
a result thercof to save himselt {1om being molested by the
Chola ruler for the time being It 15 a well known tact, borne
out by dated mscriptions, that hc was 1esponsible for the
adoption of Vaishnavism by the Hoysala ruler Bitti Déva who
ever attetwards adopted the style Vishnu Vardhana, although
the Kannada word Bitti 15 an actual Kannada form of the
Sanskiit Vishnu But this Vishnu Vardhana did not come to
the thione till almost the end of the first decade of the 12th
century The third ruler under reference 15 a Yadava Raja
whose nvitation 1t was that brought Ramanuja to Tuiupat for
the second time and who afterwatds rendered so much service
by assisting Ramanuja m carrying out his mstructions with
respect to the temple at Tirupati as a local 1uler responsible
for the ordering of the worship 1n the temple There 1s so far
do mscriptional evidence for the existence of a Yadava Raja
so early, the earliest Yadava Raja figuring in inscriptions
coming almost about the end of the 12th century But that 1s
not a very great bar and cannot constitute a vital objection as
there might have been Yadava Rajas 1uling in the locahity
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who might not have done anything which would ordinarily be
1ecorded mn the mscriptions The local rulers were known
Yadava Rajas as a family name, and we know of Yadava Rajas
who played urportant parts later  They must have had their
ancestors as local rulers without having achieved any distine-
tion to come down to us 1n mscriptions It may be that the
traditional date for Ramanuja 1s pitched a hittle too early, and
a 1eadjustment of the dates may be necessaty  But that 1s a
question that cannot be definitely settled here and now

Ramanuja’s connection with Tuupati, however, need not
be 1ejected on that account The teritory dependent upon
Tirupat, as an important centic had been birought under
Chola 1ule when the second Chola Aditya of the new dynasty
conquered the Tondamandalam and annexed 1t to the Chola
émpiie  Later mnscriptions record that that Chola died at 2
place called Tondaman A1, a place now 1n ruins on the
banks of the Svarnamukhi not far from Kalahasti, called
now Tondaman Nadu There are insaiptions which name
this place Tondaman Pértt o1 Tondaman Perarrir even
Theretore the Chola power must have (xtended m reality to
this 1egion pretty eatly on the establishment of the dynasty
This Chola Aditya s dates would be the end of the 9th and the
mitial years of the 10th century, as his successor Parantaka
came to the throne m AD 90¢ Adiya 1s saxd to have
built 360 temples to Siva on the banks of the Kaveri, clearly
indicating his enthusiasm for Siva worship and his personal
devotion to the promotion of Saivism It would not be very
difficult to imagine that simce then there had been a certan
amount of religious fciment and 1f the Saivas made an effort
to gain the upper hand to set up Saivism as perhaps the domi-
nant religion, 1t would be nothine strange or even unnatural
The period of the gicat Chola rulars culminating 1in that of
Rajaraja the Great the huilder of the temple at Tanjore, must
have been a petiod of Sarva propaganda, that 15 the whole of
the 10th century with perhaps a decade or more of the previ-
ous century bemng mcluded i it It 15 not unlikely that at
some period, it must be 1n the latter half of the tenth century,
there was a squabble over the character of the temple at Vén-
katachalam, and a dispute between the Saivas and the
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Vaishnavas might have come to a head calling for the intei-
vention of the Yadava Raja of Narayanavaram Ramanuja’s
intervention might have been sousht by the Vaishnavas even
with the countenance of the Yadava Raja to settle the question
The disputation that took place hetween Ramanuia and the
Sawvas 15 given 1 full detail, and theie 15 nothing 1n 1t that
could be cavilled at m respect of the sources quoted in au-
thority Therefore Ramanuja’s mtervention in the affairs of
Tirupati scems natural enough and all the arguments that
he adduced are arguments that are available fo1 examination
today  Without going inte unnccessary delail 1n regard to
this question Ramanuja’s answers must be considered con-
clusive for the behieving people  But for the moie crifical, and
1o some extent unbelieving audience, the authorities quoted
mav not be acceptable m their entuely  But the followwng
should ordinarily <uffice  Be the form of the image what 1t
may, some peculiar features of the image aie certainly noted
by the early Alvais themselves these cailv Alvars and their
followers subsequently, none of them had the <hghtest doubt
that the shrine was a holy shiine of Vishnu, the pecuhar fea-
tures notwithstanding It 15 not merely the Alvars who have
held that view The author of the Silappadhikaram, Ilango
Adigal, who was certainly not a Vaishnava, he was probably a
Buddhist has simply no doubt that 1t wa< a Vishnu god m the
shrine there, and describes 1t in the most graphic language
so as to leave absolutely no doubt in i1egard to the matter
Coming further down in pomnt of time, the place was a well
recogmised Vishnu shrine i the days of the later Pallavas as
the Tamil Mahabhaiata by Perumdévanar, a contemporary of
Nandivarman of Tellaru 1efe1s, in one stanza in the part of
the work that 1s available to us, that Vengadam was a Vishnu
shrine  Therefore there 1s a continuous tradition from the
early centuries of the Christian era down to almost the 10th
century A D that the shrine was a Vishnu shrine notwith-
standing the peculiar features The third stabaka ot the work
most effectively disposes of the contention successively that the
figure may be that of Subrahmanya, or Siva Mahadeva, or even
Harthara A Rig Veda verse 15 quoted i authority for the
contention that the hill tops weie sacred to Vishnu The verse
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as inteipreted by Ramanuja makes 1t refer to Tuupati itself
But this need hardly be the case with Tirupati in particular,
the vedic verse meaning 1t generally in respect of hill tops
That verse 1 the Rig Veda 1s reinforced by a passage in the
Yajyur Veda which puts it 1n more unmistakable terms that
the governing deity of the hill region 1s Vishnu It 15 piobably
this Vedic 1dea that was at the root of the statement conveyed
m the Sutia of the Tolkappivam that the mountain region of
land was a region sacied to Mayon (Kiishna-Vishnu)

In regaid to the rest of the work the details of o1ganisa-
tion are probably cor.ect as they do continue down to the
present times A suspicion has been cast upon the wotk, that
it may be a modern composition foisted of course upon the
name of Anandalvair, the contemporary of Ramanuja This
o quite possible, but the work itself does not make the
cddaim A carcful reading of the work does not show any-
thing 1in 1t that should make the work a modern composition
foisted upon an old name There 15 nothing on the face of it
to cast a suspicon upon the character of thc work and 1t
would be safer to hold the work genuine till we came upon
something precise which militates against that position We
are content to leave 1t there fo1 the moment and leave 1t to our
readers to judge for themselves whether the work 15 genuine
or Spurious

EprTor
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